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THE PADEREWSKI FESTIVAL IN PASO ROBLES ANNOUNCES THE 2021 LINEUP OF CONCERTS
The 2021 Paderewski Festval returns to live concerts, open to the public in various venues in and around Paso Robles, on
November 5-7th.
The Festval begins on Friday, November 5 at the Park Ballroom (1232 Park Street, in downtown Paso Robles) with a
program of chamber music by Stanisław Moniuszko and Szymon Laks, presented by the Messages String Quartet. To
bring the community of Paderewski Festval supporters together afer a year of pandemic-induced closures and to
recognize their longstanding and generous patronage, the Board decided to make the Friday, November 5 concert of string
quartet music at the Park Ballroom free and open to the public.
Stanisław Moniuszko (1819-1872), known as the father of Polish opera and the author of over 300 songs for voice and
piano, also wrote two charming string quartets. The Friday night program will open with Moniuszko’s String Quartet No. 1
in D minor, a work writen in 1840 in Berlin, where he studied compositon. This four-movement piece features a rich
selecton of atractve melodies based on Polish folklore and is stylistcally reminiscent of the string quartets of Haydn and
Schubert.
Szymon Laks (1901-1983) was a remarkable composer and author, who frst studied mathematcs and law before entering
the Warsaw Conservatory in 1921. By 1925 he had lef Warsaw for Vienna, where he worked as piano accompanist for
silent flms and then moved to Paris to study at the Conservatoire. Founder of the Young Polish Musicians’ Associaton in
Paris, Laks permanently setled in France in 1929. He was arrested by the Nazis in 1941 and deported to Auschwitz in 1942.
Laks survived the Holocaust by being appointed the head of the concentraton camp orchestra. His frst two string quartets
are lost, but his String Quartet No. 3—a four-movement work writen in 1946 and subttled “On Popular Polish Themes”—is
based on Polish folklore and contains some of the music Laks performed with his orchestra at Auschwitz.
The Messages String Quartet is a world-renowned ensemble who has recorded the complete Moniuszko and Laks string
quartets on CD as well as string quartets by another Polish émigré composer, Andrzej Panufnik, for the DUX label.
Recordings by this all-female quartet have atracted rave reviews from such prestgious worldwide press outlets as Le
Monde, Pizzicato, Ruch Muzyczny, and Crescendo Magazine, among others.
The 2021 Paderewski Festval will contnue on Saturday, November 6, when all Festval events will take place at the Barrel
Room located in the original Cass Winery tastng room (7350 Linne Road, on the West side of Paso Robles).
At 5 p.m., winners of the 2021 Youth Piano Competton will be showcased in a Cass Barrel Room recital. Aged 9-18, the
compettors in this year’s Junior and Senior divisions will present their winning repertoire to the assembled audience. The
Youth Competton Winners’ Concert on Saturday, November 6 at Cass Winery has been traditonally free and open to
the public and it remains so this year as well.
At 6 p.m., Patrons and Friends of Paderewski are invited to a complimentary Central European-themed meal prepared by
the award-winning Cass Kitchen Catering. The menu will feature Chicken Kiev, Schnitzel, Bigos, Pierogi and other Central
European culinary delights. The general public is invited to purchase the meal together with their Festval tckets.
At 7 p.m., Epoch Wines—our Gala sponsor—will ofer a complimentary wine recepton on the Cass Winery veranda.

At 7:30 p.m., the public will be invited to atend the Gala Concert, featuring pianist Kevin Kenner. Finalist in the 1990
Chopin Competton in Warsaw and winner of the Best Polonaise Prize that year, Maestro Kenner will present a program of
romantc piano works by Frederic Chopin (1810-1849) and Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860-1941). The Gala Recital will open
with Chopin’s sparkling Andante spianato and Grand Polonaise, Op. 22 and will be followed by an extensive selecton of
virtuoso works by Paderewski, including the rarely-heard Toccata “Dans le desert,” Op. 15, and the complete set of Six
Concert Humoresques, Op. 14.
Tickets for the general public go on sale afer Labor Day.
Opening Concert (Friday, Nov. 5 | 7 p.m. wine recepton, 7:30 p.m. concert): Free admission, RSVP required. Youth
Competton Winners’ Recital (Saturday, Nov. 6| 5:00 p.m.): Free admission, RSVP required. Gala Concert (Saturday, Nov.
6| 7 p.m. wine recepton, 7:30 p.m. concert): $35 general public/$10 students/$5 children under the age of 10?. Meal
optons on Saturday: $60 per person (food only); $75 per person (food and wine)
Festval Passes: FRIENDS OF PADEREWSKI: $250. Includes priority seatng at all events, complimentary food and wine, and
guaranteed space should the audience size be limited due to any changes in SLO County health regulatons. PADEREWSKI
PATRONS: $500. Includes all of the above amenites, plus an exclusive dinner with the Gala artst on Friday night. The 2021
Festval Pass pricing remains unchanged from previous years.
The Paderewski Festval’s major sponsors and longtme partners include Epoch Estate Wines, Cass Winery, Park
Ballroom/Acorn Management, Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Los Angeles, and USC Polish Music Center.
For more informaton, please consult www.paderewskifest.com or call 805.235.5409.
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